Lindum Turf - Species Rich Turf L]ﬂdum

Preparation, Laying and Maintenance guidelines taking grass a step further

1. Preparation

Existing vegetation should be killed or removed. Dig over or rotavate the soil to at least 100mm deep and rake over to create
a reasonably fine tilth. Remove large stones, roots, or clods of earth. The Species rich turf does not require a top-quality
finish to the soil preparation, as the end result is intentionally ‘meadow like’. However, it is vital that the roots of the plants in
the turf are all in contact with the soil to ensure that the turf establishes well. By the same token the soil need not be
completely level as the turf will develop robustly and any slight unevenness will be lost as the turf grows to its full height.

2. Drainage
Attention must be paid to both underground and surface drainage. Ideally the soil should be free draining and not
compacted. However, if waterlogged soil is the problem, please contact us for advice.

3. Soil Structureffertility

Species rich turf can survive on fewer nutrients than conventional lawn grasses. If the soil is highly fertile, grasses and
weeds tend to swamp out wildflowers as they are, generally, less competitive. Therefore, wildflowers will do better on poor
soils than lawn grasses and it is important NOT to apply fertilizer to the soil prior to, or after laying the turf. Where
wildflowers are seeded, it may be necessary to remove good quality topsoil to increase the success rate of the seed. This is
not always necessary with the Species rich turf as it acts as a weed blanket and establishes before the weed seeds in the
soil can become competitive with the more developed plants in the turf. Therefore, Species rich Turf will establish on a large
range of soil types and soil structures.

4. Turf Laying

When laying the turf, do not overlap the joined edges and do not create tension so that the joints pull apart. Care should be
taken to ensure that all joins are butted up correctly to prevent the development of weeds growing up from beneath the turf.
Providing this is achieved the laying of the turf should be reasonably quick as a bowling green finish is not needed! Once
laid water the turf well as this will help it to ‘settle in’.

5. Watering

Once laid water the turf thoroughly. If the soil is not soaked before laying it is important to check that this initial watering
soaks through to the soil beneath the turf. During this watering check by lifting a corner of the turf to ensure that the soil is
damp. Do not allow the turf to dry out during the time it establishes. For the first growing season it is important to water the
turf occasionally, during extended dry spells. Once well established the Species rich turf will tend to cope with most
circumstances but the flowers will benefit from water during very dry periods.

6. Fertilising

No fertilizer is needed, although in some circumstances, for example on a green roof or where the turf is on very low fertility
soil such as sand or gravel, the addition of a light dose of fertilizer at certain times of the year may improve plant
development.

7. Mowing

Once established the Species rich turf requires as little or as much maintenance as you like and all really depends on what
you want to see. If cut short on a regular basis it will ook like a standard lawn with the smaller species visible. If left to grow
long, then you would see more of the wildflowers coming through the grasses and will create more of a meadow affect.
Cutting can be done by either strimming and raking or using a mower and collecting the cuttings. Make sure these tools are
sharp and try to minimize trafficking.



